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Djibouti

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Djibouti are unavailable.
1412

  In rural areas, 
children perform unpaid labor on family farms or herding livestock.

1413
  In urban areas, children work in 

the informal sector in small-scale businesses, trade, catering, crafts, or as domestic servants.
1414

  Children 
displaced from neighboring countries also work in the informal sector as shoe polishers, car washers, 
khat1415

 sellers, street peddlers, money changers, beggars, and in commercial sexual exploitation.
1416

  Many 
of these same children become victims of trafficking.

1417
  Commercial sexual exploitation of children 

reportedly occurs in urban areas, particularly among displaced children from Somalia and Ethiopia.
1418

  
 
Education is free and compulsory for children between the ages of 6 and 16 years.

1419
  Although education 

is free, the additional expenses of transportation, uniforms, and books often prevent poor families from 
sending their children to school.

1420
  In 2003, the gross primary enrollment rate was 42 percent, and the net 

primary enrollment rate was 36 percent.
1421

  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of 
students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school 
attendance.

1422
  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in 
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 This statistic is not available from the data sources that are used in this report.  Please see the “Data Sources and Definitions” 
section for information about sources used.  Reliable data on the worst forms of child labor are especially difficult to collect given 
the often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms, such as the use of children in the illegal drug trade, prostitution, 
pornography, and trafficking.  As a result, statistics and information on children’s work in general are reported in this section. 
Such statistics and information may or may not include the worst forms of child labor.  For more information on the definition of 
working children and other indicators used in this report, please see the “Data Sources and Definitions” section.   
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http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2005/. 
1418

 ECPAT International, Djibouti, in ECPAT International,  [database online]  [cited June 16,  2005]; available from 
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D.C., 2004. 
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primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  Primary school 
attendance is particularly low in rural areas where many people are nomads or semi-nomads.

1423
  

According to one estimate, approximately 65,000 school-aged children are currently not attending school 
in the country.

1424
  As of 2001, 80 percent of children who started primary school were likely to reach  

grade 5.
1425

  
 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Djibouti.  The Labor Code 
sets the minimum age for employment at 14 years.

1426
  Forced and bonded labor of children is also 

prohibited, and according to the U.S. Department of State, there were no reports that these practices 
occurred.

1427
  Djibouti does not have compulsory military service.

1428
  Since 1994, entry into the military is 

voluntary.
1429

  The Penal Code provides protection for children against many of the worst forms of child 
labor, such as the use of children for prostitution, pornography, and trafficking of drugs.

1430
  The authority 

to enforce child labor laws and regulations rests with the Police Vice Squad “Brigade Des Moeurs” and the 
local police department “Gendarmerie”. The Labor Inspection Office has the authority to sanction 
businesses that employ children.

1431
  However, according to the U.S. Department of State, the government 

has a shortage of labor inspectors and limited financial resources with which to enforce labor laws.
1432

 
 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of Djibouti is taking steps to increase awareness about the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, which includes provisions on child labor.  It has broadcast radio and television programs on 
the rights of the child and the advancement and protection of girls in four languages (Afar, Somali, Arabic, 
and French).

1433
  The government has established a National Policy for Youth that seeks to encourage 

community involvement in youth affairs and the use of Community Development Centers to host 
activities for out-of school children and serve as reading rooms for children in school.

1434
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from http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=39139&SelectRegion=Horn_of_Africa&SelectCountry=DJIBOUTI. 
1424
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The government is working with UNICEF to assist children, in particular girls, in obtaining high-quality 
education by increasing enrollment levels, reducing gender 
disparities and developing a national strategy for non-
enrolled children.  UNICEF works to train teachers, school 
principals and academic inspectors.  The principles of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child are also incorporated 
in curricula.

1435
  The government provides some school meals; 

according to the Ministry of Education, for 2004 through 
2005, 10,468 children in primary public school received 
meals.

1436
  Informal education is available for some 

children.
1437

  
 
The World Bank also supports several projects in Djibouti.  The School Access and Improvement Project is 
funding the rehabilitation of classrooms for primary and middle schools, upgrading training materials, 
providing training, and improving government capacity to manage education reform.

1438
  The Social 

Development and Public Works Project aims to enhance living standards in Djibouti by 
construction/rehabilitation of social infrastructures such as health posts and schools.

1439
  

 
USAID has dedicated USD 8 million to assist the Ministry of Education in implementing education reform 
programs.  These programs include: increasing access to basic education; improving the quality of 
teaching and learning; increasing opportunities for girls’ education; and developing a strategy for 
sustainable employment for school graduates.

1440
  The African Development Fund is supporting a project 

through January 2010 to increase access and improve the quality of the education system.
1441
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138         

Ratified Convention 182         

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan  




